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At Annsborough IPS, we recognise that some pupils, despite often having 
average or above average intellectual ability and good oral skills, have 
unusual difficulty learning to read or to spell and write fluently.  These 
pupils may be described as having specific learning difficulties or dyslexia. 

 

We recognise that these pupils have special educational needs and that these 
needs have to be met to the best of our ability and resources; we recognise 
that these pupils have skills and talents which need to be nurtured and 
developed and that they have the same right of access to the NI curriculum 
and to all the activities of the school as all other pupils. 

 

We will therefore make the following arrangements to ensure that their 
needs are met. 

 We will use Dyslexia Screener and teacher observation to ensure that 
all pupils who are experiencing difficulties with aspects of literacy are 
identified as early in their school career as possible. 

 Reasonable Adjustments:  We will assess and make provision for the 



Practice for the Identification and Assessment of Special Educational 
Needs.   

 We will prepare appropriate PLPs (Personal Learning Plans)  setting 
out the provision we propose to make for the pupils and objectives for 
that provision.  Parental views will be part of this PLP process and 
parents will be kept informed of progress. 

 EA Educational Psychology Referral:  If, despite out efforts to 

mismatch between the pupil
her attainment in literacy skills and that he/ she may need more 
specialist help than we are able to provide through reasonable 
adjustments/ in school support  we may, following consultation with 
parents, refer the pupil for assessment by the Education authority (EA) 
Psychology Service.  This assessment will address the need for EA 
specialist support. 
 

 Personal Learning Plan (PLP):  Following discussion with the EA 
psychologist  we will formulate a revised PLP (Personal Learning Plan). 
 

 The revised plan will set out the provision we can make within our own 
resources/ reasonable adjustments.  It will also outline the strategies 
which class teachers can adopt to help the pupil access the curriculum.   
 

 All teachers who teach the pupil will be made aware of his/ her 
difficulties and of the agreed plan and strategies to help give him/ her 
access to the curriculum. 
 

 These strategies may, depending on the needs of the pupil, include the 
use of word banks/ personal (illustrated) dictionaries, the use of 
spellcheckers and other spelling aids.  See list of strategies** 
 



 Where possible with time and staffing  we will make use of multi-
sensory interventions such as Hornet Literacy Primer or Word Wasp/ 
Toe by toe to support pupils with dyslexic type difficulties. 
 

  
 Assistive technology/ support resources:  We may try, within the limits 

of our resources, to allow the pupil access to supportive technology to 
produce their work (such as laptops for word processing/ ipads  and 
sound recorders/ touch-typing skills programmes such as BBC 
Dancemat etc..) 
 

 Use of laptops/ computers for typing will be considered, especially, in 
cases where the pupil has major difficulty with the technical aspects of 
handwriting or with speed of handwriting. 
 

 Anxiety:  All staff will try to be as sensitive as possible to potential 
sources of ansiety/ embarrassment such as being asked to read aloud 
in class or copy copious amounts of writing from a board.   
 

 Marking:  Te es when 
marking work  for example  concentrating on content/ lesson 
objective rather than absolute spelling or grammatical accuracy.  They 
will also be aware of the need to find alternative ways of assessing 
progress than sole reliance on written tests or exams. 
 

 Homework:  
setting homework assignments.  They will consult, as required, with 
parents and set homework which should be capable of completion 

 
 

 Task Engagement: We are aware that pupils with specific learning 



motivation for work involving literacy can be low.  Teachers will try to 
make tasks as stimulating and engaging as possible to ensure the pupil 
is motivated to succeed.  This is particularly important since the nature 
of their difficulties means that there will need to be a good deal of 
over-learning/ repetition to ensure reading vocabulary, high frequency 
words and spellings are learned and retained. 
 

 Parental Involvement:  We will try to suggest ways in which parents 
can help us to help their child.  We firmly believe that parents can 

for activities and resources that may help the pupil such as word 
banks/ regular reading with their child, ideas to support their child with 
study and revision. 
Classroom Strategies to support learners with Dyslexia: 

 ry 
Classrooms  strategies, modifications and adjustments to support the 

 
 Learning Support Co-ordinator (D McCabe) has completed 2 masters 

modules as part of the SEN CPD Literacy Project  - Special Education 
and Difficulties in Literacy Development. 

Teaching Strategies (see training booklet): 

 Adopt realistic and attainable targets for pupils. 
 Create positive classrooms to promote pupil self esteem. 
  

 
 Teach organisational skills from Foundation Stage. 
 Give opportunities for over-learning and repetition of skills. 
 Keep instructions short and provide reminders where required (visual/ 

Dictaphones/ whiteboard etc..) 
 Breakdown work into manageable chunks.  Use visual prompts or sound 

recorders - where required 



 Ask the pupil to repeat instructions to ensure understanding. 
 Additional processing time may be required for pupils with processing 

issues. 
 

Reading 

 Select material to match ability by using running records. 
 Allow opportunities to re-read. 
 Teach skimming and text scanning skills. 
 Use paired and peer reading methods where possible. 
 Have access to overlays or tracking rulers/ card as required. 
 Highlight keywords in different colours in bold text. 
 Choose dyslexia friendly fonts such as OpenDyslexic/ SassoonCRInfant 

and use minimum font size 12. 
 Use off-white/ coloured paper where possible to reduce glare. 

Writing: 

 Minimise copying and avoid lengthy dictation. 
 Encourage proof-reading/ self-editing (ie) COPS checking  Capitals/ 

Omissions/ Punctuation/ Spelling. 
 Look for quality rather than quantity. 
 Lots of modelled, shared and guided writing. 
 Word walls/ word banks 
 Provide pencil grips/ triangular writing tools. 
 Encourage ha -it-

 
 Use bullet points, writing frames or mind-mapping. 
 Develop fine motor strength and dexterity through finger gym and 

other fine motor exercises. 

Spelling: 

 -it- strategy (try page) 



 Make spelling hands-on from a young age  
activity boards from F/S. 

 Do not over-correct for spelling  - accept logical spellings. 
 Use mnemonics for phonically irregular words (i.e) Because = Big 

elephants can add up sums easily. 
 Use a cumulative, structured and multisensory spelling programme.  

The Sounds and Words BELB support material can be used for those 
pupils who may need extra support. 

 Highlight the tricky bits (ie) right. 
 Use ICT and games to develop spelling skills/ knowledge. 
 Spelling tests do not suit all pupils! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom Dyslexia Toolkit 

 
Each classroom will have access to a dyslexia toolkit with resources that 
may be helpful. 

 Wipe-boards 
 Coloured wipe-board markers 
 Reading rulers 
 Coloured overlays 
 Highlighters 
 Magnetic letters 
 Word banks 
 Board-maker/ visual reminders/ Velcro boards 
 Access to iPad/ sound recorder if required for instructions. 
 Sound recorder to record reading. 
 Pencil grips/ triangular pecils. 

**This list is not exhaustive.   Other resources will be added to this kit as required. 


